Flint Hills Military History Symposium Programs
Hosted by the Fort Riley Museum Complex and 
the Kansas State University Department of History
Thursday, October 17, 2024 
Conference Check- 5:00 pm Calvin Hall, 3rd Floor, Study Area    
Pub Crawl 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm in Aggieville, Manhattan, Kansas 

Friday, October 18, 2024
7:00 am CHECK IN AT BEACH MUSEUM OF ART AND BREAKFAST 
8:00 AM TRANSIT TO FORT RILEY 
8:30 AM – 11:45 AM Activities at Fort Riley
12:00 – 1:10 LUNCH 
Session 1 (1:10 pm to 2:30 pm) in U.S. Cavalry Museum Regimental Room, Fort Riley, Building 203     Technology in World War II and Beyond 
Dr. Phil Tiemeyer (Kansas State University), “Winning the Peace by Creating an “Empire of the Air”: America’s Strategic Plan for Post-World War II Civil Aviation and its Dissenters”
Silvia Pascale and Orlando Materassi (Independent Scholars), “Hell Heppenheim in Germany: A Story Rediscovered Thanks to American Witnesses” (Zoom)
Commentator: Dr. Andrew Orr (Kansas State University)

Session 2 (2:40 pm to 4:10 pm) in U.S. Cavalry Museum Regimental Room, Fort Riley, Building 203      Technology in Post-Colonial and Middle Eastern Conflicts  
Arushi Singh (University of California, Los Angeles), “The Evolution of Strategies and Tactics Employed by the Polisario Front to Reach Statehood in the Western Sahara” (Zoom)
Nicholas Emreh and Efem Ubi, (Nigerian Institute of International Affairs), “Technology, Armed Conflict and Civilian Protection: Analyzing the Potentials and Pitfalls of Foreign Interventions Africa” (Zoom)
Orin Hasal (Kansas State University), “Water, Technology, and War: Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom”
Commentator: Dr. Phil Tiemeyer (Kansas State University)
4:30 PM - TRANSIT BACK TO MANHATTAN

 Saturday, October 19, 2024
BREAKFAST 8:00 AM IN KANSAS STATE STUDENT UNION
Session 3 (9:00 am to 10:30 am) in Big XII Room, Kansas State Student Union room 221  		   Naval Technological Innovation 1861-1945
Damon Penner (Kansas State University), “Dixie’s Iron Defenders: The Confederate States Navy’s Ironclad Program”
Sterling Jones (University of Alabama), “The Last of the Sea Kings: The USS Alabama and the Decline of U.S. Navy Battleships” (Zoom)
Michael Walborn (Independent Scholar), The Sultana Disaster and Boiler Technology (Zoom)
Commentator: Dr. Richard Myrick (Kansas State University) 

Session 4 (10:40 am to 12:00 pm) in Big XII Room, Kansas State University Student Union, room 221                                                                                                     Technology in Amphibious Operations 
Dr. Jeffery Schultz (Luzern County Community College), “Underestimating Vichy: The Anglo-Allied Harbor Assaults at Algiers and Oran, November 1942” (Zoom) 
Dr. Xiao-Bing Li (University of Central Oklahoma), “A Cold War Navy: Chinese Technological Development in the 1970s-1980s”
Matthew Kotowski (Kansas State University), “A Causeway Too Far: The Logistical Challenges for Operation Causeway, the Planned US Invasion of Taiwan”
Commentator: Dr. Marjorie Galleli (Kansas State University) 

LUNCH 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION, SECOND FLOOR

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 1:00 TO 1:15 in Big XII Room, Kansas State University Student Union, Room 221                                                                                                                                                                          Dr. Marshall Stewart (Executive Vice President for External Engagement and Chief of Staff, Kansas State University)

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 1:15 PM TO 2:15 PM in Big XII Room, Kansas State Student Union, Room 221
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Richard S. Faulkner (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College) 

Session 5 (2:20 pm to 3:50 pm) in Big XII Room, Kansas State Student Union, room 221		        Preparing for Future Conflict: Above and Beyond Large-Scale Combat Operations
Dr. Geoff Babb (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College), “SOF-Conventional Force Integration: Past, Present, and Future”
Dr. John Kuehn (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College), “Leyte Gulf 21st Century? Not Likely”
Dr. Brian Steed (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College), “The Narrative War and Large-Scale Combat Operations
Commentator: Dr. Martin Clemis (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College)

Session 5 (2:20 to 3:50 pm) in Cottonwood Room, Kansas State University Student Union, room 230
Radios in Warfare 
Scott Hedberg (University of Kansas), “The Army Amateur Radio System: Interwar Innovation, Wartime Failure” 
Dr. Zhongtian Han (University of Buffalo), “Gendering Institutionalization in Revolution: Information Culture and Women in the Chinese Communist Party’s Radio Communications Services, 1927–1945”
Commentator: Dr. Michael Krysko (Kansas State University)

Session 6 (4:00 pm to 5:30 pm) in Big XII Room, Kansas State Student Union, room 221		        
Preparing the Army for Uncomfortable Realities: Attritional, Limited, and Nuclear War
Dr. Richard S. Faulker (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College),  “Thinking About Attritional War: The First World War”
Dr. Martin Clemis (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College), “Thinking about Limited War, Vietnam and Beyond”
Dr. Gates Brown (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College), “Teaching the Unthinkable: Nuclear Warfare and Officer Professional Military Education”
Commentator: Dr. Dirk Ringgenberg (The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College)

Session 6 (4:00 pm to 5:30 pm) in Cottonwood Room, Kansas State Student Union, room 230	     Technology, Horses, Gender, and the U.S. Army in the 19th Century
Dr. Robert Smith (Fort Riley Museum Complex), “’Go Do Some Mischief’: Benjamin Grierson’s Mississippi Raid”
Matthew Dale (Kansas State University), “Penetrating the Kansas Plains: The Kansas Pacific Railway and the Army, 1865-1870” 
Kimberlee Bruce (Irwin Army Community Hospital), “Daughters of Mars”: Women with the Frontier Army 1830-1880’s”
Commentator: Dr. Kristen Epps (Kansas State University) 

Sunday, October 20
BREAKFAST 8:00 AM IN KANSAS STATE STUDENT UNION
Session 8 (9:00 am to 10:40 am) in Big XII Room, Kansas State Student Union room 221		   Applications of Military Technology from the 17th Century to the Present 
Dr. Steven Walton (Michigan Technical University), “Inventors, Military Technology, and Patent Disputes at the Turn of the Twentieth Century”
Dr. Brenden Bliss (Hawaii Pacific University), “Tried and True: Practical Battlefield Limitations on the Employment of New Technology”
CDR Bartholomew Connolly, USN (Johns Hopkins University), “The Evolution of the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States: How Foreign Investment Became a National Security Concern” 
Commentator: Dr. David Graff (Kansas State University) 
